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Closure and Consequences: Chapters 20-24 
of 'The Scarlet Letter' 
In the final chapters of Nathaniel Hawthorne's "The Scarlet 
Letter," the narrative reaches its climax, and the 
characters' fates are sealed as they confront their past 
actions and their impact on their lives and the Puritan 
community. These chapters are marked by revelations, 
resolutions, and the lasting effects of secrets and sins. 

Chapter 20: The Minister in a Maze 

As Reverend Dimmesdale grapples with the weight of his concealed sin, he is tormented 
by increasing guilt and despair. He plans to reveal the truth to the townspeople during 
the Election Day sermon but is unsure of the outcome. 

Chapter 21: The New England Holiday 

Election Day arrives, and the townspeople gather for a festive celebration. The 
atmosphere is filled with excitement and anticipation. Hester and Pearl join the crowd, 
and the scaffold serves as a focal point for the day's events. 

Chapter 22: The Procession 

The Election Day procession is a grand and solemn event, with religious and political 
significance. As the procession proceeds, Reverend Dimmesdale's inner turmoil 
escalates, and he contemplates whether to confess his sins publicly. 

Chapter 23: The Revelation of the Scarlet Letter 

In a dramatic and pivotal moment, Reverend Dimmesdale ascends the scaffold and 
reveals the scarlet letter "A" on his chest to the townspeople. His confession shocks the 
community and has profound implications for his future. 

Chapter 24: Conclusion 

The novel concludes with the final fates of the main characters. Hester and Pearl leave 
the Puritan settlement to start a new life, and Reverend Dimmesdale's confession has 
lasting effects on the community. The scarlet letter "A" takes on new meaning, and the 
novel closes with a reflection on the human capacity for both good and evil. 

As we delve into these chapters, we witness the culmination of the characters' journeys, 
the consequences of their actions, and the theme of redemption through confession. 
The Election Day sermon and procession serve as powerful symbols of public judgment 
and spiritual renewal. 

 


