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Closure and Consequences: Chapters 20-24 of 'The Scarlet Letter' 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Discuss the emotional journey of Reverend Dimmesdale as depicted in these 
chapters, from his torment in Chapter 20 to his confession in Chapter 23. How 
does his character evolve, and what motivates his decision to reveal his sin? 

 

2. Explore the theme of redemption through confession in "The Scarlet Letter," 
with a focus on Reverend Dimmesdale's confession in Chapter 23. How does 
his public confession impact his character and the community as a whole? 

 

3. Analyze the significance of the Election Day procession as a symbol of public 
judgment and spiritual renewal. How does it contribute to the novel's climax 
and resolution? 

 

4. Reflect on the final fates of Hester and Pearl in the conclusion of the novel. 
What does their decision to leave the Puritan settlement signify, and what does 
it reveal about their characters? 

 

 


