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Justice and Redemption: Chapters 29-31 of 'To Kill a Mockingbird’
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Boo Radley and Atticus Finch both exemplify courage in different ways.
Boo, despite his reclusive nature, displays physical courage when he
intervenes to save Jem and Scout from Bob Ewell's attack. Atticus, on the
other hand, demonstrates moral courage throughout the novel by standing
up for justice and equality, even when it is unpopular. These contrasting
forms of courage underscore the novel's message that courage takes
various forms and is essential in the face of injustice.

2. The events of Chapter 29 and the resolution in Chapter 30 highlight the
theme of prejudice and its consequences. Maycomb's reaction to the
confrontation with Bob Ewell reflects the town's ingrained racism and
willingness to protect the status quo. The decision to keep Boo Radley's role
a secret underscores the reluctance to acknowledge the goodness in
someone considered an outsider.

3. Scout's realization about Boo Radley in Chapter 31 represents the novel's
theme of understanding and empathy. She comes to see Boo as a kind
and gentle person, challenging her earlier misconceptions. This realization
reinforces the idea that people should not be judged based on rumors or
appearances.

4. The ending of "To Kill a Mockingbird" provides closure to the narrative by
resolving the mystery of Boo Radley and reinforcing the novel's central
themes. It teaches the importance of understanding, empathy, and the
consequences of prejudice. The lessons learned by Scout and Jem
throughout the story serve as a powerful message for readers about the

value of moral integrity and the potential for positive change in society.
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