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Gatsby's Extravaganza Continues: Chapters 3 and 4 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Gatsby's extravagant parties in chapter 3 reflect his character 
and his pursuit of the American Dream by showcasing his success 
and wealth. They also reveal his obsession with recreating the 
past and winning back Daisy's love. The parties highlight the 
excess and superficiality of the 1920s society, where materialism 
and appearances often take precedence over genuine 
connections. 

2. James Gatz's transformation into Jay Gatsby signifies the theme 
of identity and self-reinvention in the novel. Gatsby's ability to 
create a new persona and achieve wealth reflects the idea that 
in the Roaring Twenties, individuals could redefine themselves 
and pursue their dreams, even if it required leaving behind their 
past. 

3. Meyer Wolfsheim's character adds depth to the novel's portrayal 
of the 1920s society by revealing the presence of organized 
crime and corruption. His connections and associations hint at 
the darker underbelly of the era, showing that beneath the 
surface of glamour and excess, there is a world of illegal activities 
and moral decay. 

4. The revelation of Gatsby's past in chapter 4 deepens our 
understanding of his character and motivations. It shows the 
lengths to which he went to transform himself and achieve the 
American Dream. It also emphasizes his unwavering love for 
Daisy and his belief that wealth and success can win her back, 
even if it involves questionable means. 

 

 

 

 


