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Gatsby's Tragic Unraveling: Chapters 
7 and 8 
In chapters 7 and 8 of F. Scott Fitzgerald's 
"The Great Gatsby," the story takes a 
dramatic and tragic turn as the 
consequences of the characters' actions 
come to the forefront. Love, jealousy, and 
betrayal continue to play a central role in 
the lives of Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, and 
the others. Let's explore the events that 
shape these chapters. 

Chapter 7: The High Stakes of Love 

Chapter 7 opens with Gatsby's extravagant party, but it is a stark contrast to his 
previous gatherings. The atmosphere is tense, and the festivities feel forced as Tom 
Buchanan confronts Gatsby about his intentions with Daisy. 

A heated argument ensues, with Tom accusing Gatsby of being a bootlegger 
and demanding that Daisy admit she never loved him. Daisy becomes torn 
between Gatsby and Tom, but ultimately chooses her husband, leaving Gatsby 
heartbroken. 

The chapter concludes with a fateful drive back to Long Island, where tragedy 
strikes. Tom, Daisy, Jordan, and Nick discover that Gatsby's car has been involved 
in a fatal accident, and Tom reveals that it was Daisy who was driving. Gatsby 
stands by her to protect her from the consequences. 

Chapter 8: Gatsby's Lonely End 

Chapter 8 takes us deeper into the aftermath of the accident and the unraveling 
of Gatsby's dreams. Nick, who is increasingly disillusioned with the Buchanans and 
their circle, visits Gatsby's mansion to find him isolated and tormented. 

Gatsby shares his despair with Nick, revealing his love for Daisy and his longing for 
a life with her. He expresses his belief that she will call him, but the call never 
comes. 

The chapter also explores Gatsby's past and his relationship with Dan Cody, the 
wealthy man who influenced his life. We learn that Gatsby's father, Henry C. Gatz, 
arrives for his son's funeral and is devastated by the tragic end of his dreams. 


