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Gatsby's Tragic Unraveling: Chapters 7 and 8 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The confrontation between Tom and Gatsby in chapter 7 is 

significant as it reveals the intense emotions and conflicts in the 

story. It highlights the power struggle between the two men for 

Daisy's affection and showcases the corruption and hypocrisy of 

the upper class. 

2. The theme of unrequited love is evident in Gatsby's feelings for 

Daisy in chapters 7 and 8. Despite his deep love and sacrifice, 

Daisy ultimately chooses Tom over him, illustrating the 

heartbreaking nature of unreciprocated love. 

3. Nick Carraway's character development is evident as he 

becomes increasingly disillusioned with the Buchanans and their 

circle. He begins to see the flaws and moral decay of the people 

he once admired, leading to his growing sense of detachment 

and disillusionment. 

4. Gatsby's tragic fate in chapter 8 exemplifies the novel's themes 

of the American Dream and the corrupting influence of wealth 

and social status. His unattainable dream and the 

consequences of his actions showcase the dark side of the 

pursuit of success and the price one may pay for it. 

 

 

 

 


