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Meet the Residents of Maycomb: Character 
Roles in 'To Kill a Mockingbird' 
In Harper Lee's novel, "To Kill a Mockingbird," the fictional 
town of Maycomb, Alabama, is inhabited by a diverse 
cast of characters, each with their unique roles and 
personalities. Let's explore the roles of some of the key 
characters in this engaging tale. 

• Scout Fin ch is the narrator of the story and one of the central characters. She's a 
curious and spirited young girl who grows up during the events of the novel. Scout's 
role is to provide readers with a child's perspective on the world around her, 
highlighting the themes of innocence and empathy. 

• Jem Finch is Scout's older brother and serves as her protector and guide. He 
undergoes significant growth throughout the story, and his role includes 
experiencing the loss of innocence and learning important life lessons from their 
father, Atticus. 

• Atticus Finch is Scout and Jem's father and the moral center of the novel. He is a 
lawyer who takes on the controversial case of Tom Robinson. Atticus's role is to 
embody principles of justice, fairness, and moral integrity. He serves as a guiding 
influence on his children and the town of Maycomb. 

• Calpurnia is the Finch family's black housekeeper and a mother figure to Scout 
and Jem. Her role is to teach the children about both black and white cultures, as 
well as instill in them the values of respect and empathy. 

• Boo Radley is a mysterious recluse who lives near the Finch family. His role in the 
story is initially shrouded in rumors and fear. However, as the narrative unfolds, Boo 
becomes a symbol of kindness and compassion, ultimately saving Scout and Jem. 

• Tom Robinson is a black man accused of raping Mayella Ewell. His role highlights 
the racial injustice and prejudice prevalent in Maycomb. He is represented as an 
innocent man wrongly accused due to his race. 

• Mayella Ewell is a young white woman who accuses Tom Robinson of rape. Her 
role illustrates the impact of poverty and ignorance on the residents of Maycomb 
and the consequences of her actions. 

• Bob Ewell is Mayella's abusive and racist father. His role in the novel serves as a 
symbol of hatred and ignorance, leading to the tragic events of the story's climax. 

• Dill Harris is a friend of Scout and Jem who visits Maycomb during the summer. His 
role is to bring an outside perspective and curiosity to the story, often spurring the 
children's adventures and quests to learn more about Boo Radley. 

• Miss Maudie Atkinson is a kind and understanding neighbor of the Finch family. 
Her role is to provide wisdom and support to Scout and Jem, helping them 
navigate the complexities of Maycomb's society. 


