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Meet the Characters of The Great Gatsby 
In the dazzling world of F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The 
Great Gatsby," a cast of intriguing characters 
comes to life, each with their own unique roles 
and personalities. As we delve into this 
captivating story set in the Roaring Twenties, let's 
get to know the main characters and understand 
their significance in the novel. 

• Jay  Gatsby is the central character of the story. He is a mysterious and 
wealthy man known for his extravagant parties and enigmatic past. 
Gatsby's primary role in the novel is to represent the American Dream. He is 
a self-made millionaire who is deeply in love with Daisy Buchanan, and his 
pursuit of her love drives the plot. 

• Daisy Buchanan is Nick Carraway's cousin and the object of Gatsby's 
affection. She is a beautiful and charming woman who symbolizes wealth 
and the allure of the upper class. Daisy's role is to represent the shallow and 
materialistic side of society during the 1920s. 

• Tom Buchanan is Daisy's husband and a wealthy, arrogant man. He 
represents the old-money aristocracy and serves as a foil to Gatsby. Tom's 
role is to embody the moral decay and hypocrisy of the upper class. 

• Nick Carraway is the novel's narrator and Gatsby's neighbor. He is an honest 
and observant man who becomes a bridge between Gatsby and Daisy. 
Nick's role is to provide insight into the lives of the other characters and to 
offer a moral perspective on their actions. 

• Jordan Baker is a professional golfer and Daisy's friend. She is known for her 
dishonesty and lack of integrity. Jordan's role is to highlight the moral 
corruption that pervades the world of the novel. 

• Myrtle Wilson is Tom Buchanan's mistress and a working-class woman. She 
aspires to a higher social status and represents the desperation of those 
trying to climb the social ladder. Myrtle's role is to illustrate the 
consequences of pursuing the American Dream without regard for 
morality. 

• George Wilson is Myrtle's husband and the owner of a garage. He is a 
hardworking and honest man who becomes entangled in the tragic events 
of the story. George's role is to symbolize the working class and the 
disillusionment that can result from unfulfilled dreams. 


