Checkers: A Classic Game of Strategy and Skill

Checkers, also known as "Draughts” in some parts of the world,
is a timeless and engaging board game that has captured the
hearts and minds of players for generations. In this reading
passage, we will explore the rules and gameplay of Checkers,
as well as delve into the fascinating history behind this beloved
board game.

How to Play

Checkers is a two-player game that takes place on an 8x8 checkerboard. Each player
starts with 12 pieces, typically represented by round discs in two different colors, often
black and red. The goal of the game is to capture all of your opponent's pieces or put
them in a position where they can no longer make a legal move. Here's how to play:

e Setup: Place the checkerboard so that each player has a dark square on their
right-hand corner. Set up the pieces on the dark squares in the three rows closest
to each player. Each player should have a double row of pieces in front of them.

o Movement of Pieces: Checkers pieces can move diagonally forward (towards the
opponent) one square at a time. If a piece reaches the opponent's back row, it
becomes a "king" and gains the abilty to move diagonally forward and
backward.

e Jumping and Capturing: If an opponent's piece is diagonally adjacent to one of
your pieces, and the square immediately beyond it is empty, you can jump over
the opponent's piece and capture it. You must jump and capture if possible.
Multiple captures in a single turn are allowed.

¢ Kings: Kings can move diagonally both forward and backward and can also jump
and capture in both directions. They are more powerful and versatile than regular
pieces.

e Winning the Game: The game ends when one player captures all of their
opponent's pieces or puts them in a position where they cannot make a legal
move. That player is declared the winner.

History of Checkers

Checkers has a long and storied history dating back thousands of years. The game's
origins can be traced to ancient Egypt, where a precursor to Checkers was played on
boards resembling modern checkerboards. Over time, the game evolved and spread to
other parts of the world.

The version of Checkers we are familiar with today has its roots in France during the 12th
century. It was initially known as "Fierges" and underwent rule changes that introduced
the concept of capturing opponents' pieces by jumping over them. The game became
highly popular in Europe and eventually made its way to North America.

In the United States, Checkers gained immense popularity during the 19th century and
became a favorite pastime. In 1847, the American Checkers Association was formed to
establish standardized rules for the game. Over the years, Checkers tournaments and
competitions have attracted skilled players from around the world, contributing to its
enduring popularity.
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