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Checkers: A Classic Game of Strategy and Skill 
Short Answer Key 

1. In a Checkers board setup, each player typically starts with 12 

pieces. The pieces are placed on the dark squares of the 

three rows closest to each player, with a double row of pieces 

in front of them. 

2. When a Checkers piece reaches the opponent's back row, it 

becomes a "king." This promotion allows the piece to move 

diagonally both forward and backward, enhancing its 

mobility and power. 

3. In Checkers, "jumping" refers to the act of moving a piece 

diagonally over an opponent's piece and capturing it. A 

player is required to jump and capture if a legal capture 

move is available. 

4. Checkers evolved from ancient origins, possibly in Egypt, and 

spread to different parts of the world. The modern version of 

Checkers, with the concept of capturing by jumping, 

emerged in France during the 12th century. It gained 

popularity in Europe and North America, leading to 

standardized rules and tournaments. 

5. The American Checkers Association played a significant role 

in establishing standardized rules for Checkers in the United 

States. This organization helped promote the game and 

organize competitions, contributing to its popularity. 

 


