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The Life Cycle of a Cheetah 
Cheetahs are fascinating animals with a 

unique life cycle. A cheetah's life begins when 

a mother cheetah gives birth to a litter of cubs, 

usually consisting of three to five babies. These 

cubs are born blind and helpless, weighing less 

than a pound. The mother cares for them in a 

hidden den, nursing them and keeping them 

safe from predators. 

During the first few weeks, the cubs rely completely on their mother for food 

and protection. At around six weeks old, they start to leave the den and 

explore their surroundings. The mother begins to teach them important survival 

skills, such as stalking and chasing prey. Cubs stay with their mother for about 

18 months, learning how to hunt and avoid danger. 

By the time they are 18 months old, cheetah cubs become more 

independent. They often leave their mother and may stay together as siblings 

for a while before going off on their own. Young cheetahs face many 

challenges in the wild, such as finding food and staying safe from larger 

predators like lions and hyenas. 

Adult cheetahs are solitary animals. Males sometimes form small groups called 

coalitions, often made up of brothers, which help them hunt and defend 

territory together. Females, however, live alone and raise their cubs 

independently. Cheetahs are known for their incredible speed, which helps 

them catch prey like gazelles and impalas. 

A cheetah can live up to 10-12 years in the wild, though many face threats 

from habitat loss and poaching. Conservation efforts are essential to ensure 

cheetahs continue to thrive in the wild. 


