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How Does a Cheetah Communicate? 
Cheetahs have unique ways of 

communicating with each other in the 

wild. They use sounds, body language, 

and scents to share information. These 

methods help cheetahs stay safe, find 

each other, and teach their cubs 

important skills. 

Cheetahs use different sounds for 

communication. They purr when they are happy, similar to house cats. When 

a mother cheetah wants to call her cubs, she makes a high-pitched chirping 

sound. If a cheetah feels threatened or scared, it may hiss, growl, or yowl to 

warn others or defend itself. Cheetahs also use a special sound called a stutter 

bark to communicate with other adults during mating season. 

Besides sounds, cheetahs rely on body language to send messages. A relaxed 

cheetah with its tail down shows it feels calm. If a cheetah raises its tail or puffs 

up its fur, it may be feeling defensive or alert. Cubs often learn from watching 

their mother’s body language. 

Scent marking is another way cheetahs communicate. They rub their faces on 

plants or leave urine marks on the ground to signal their territory. This scent 

marking helps cheetahs avoid conflicts by letting others know the area is 

already taken. 

An interesting fact about cheetahs is that they rarely roar, unlike lions or tigers. 

Instead, they use their unique vocalizations and body language to connect 

with one another. 

Understanding how cheetahs communicate helps scientists learn more about 

their behavior and how to protect them in the wild. 


