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The Role of a Cheetah in the Ecosystem 
Cheetahs play a very important 

role in their ecosystem. As 

carnivores, they help keep animal 

populations in balance by hunting 

prey such as gazelles, impalas, and 

other small mammals. By controlling 

these populations, cheetahs 

prevent overgrazing, which keeps 

plants and grasses healthy. 

Cheetahs are also considered apex 

predators, meaning they are near the top of the food chain. However, they 

do not hunt the largest animals. Instead, they focus on smaller prey, which 

helps maintain a healthy balance among herbivore species. 

One of the key contributions cheetahs make to their environment is 

controlling the population of sick and weak animals. By hunting the slower 

and less healthy prey, cheetahs ensure that only the strongest animals 

survive, which helps keep the overall population healthy and strong. 

Cheetahs also play a role in the food chain by providing food for 

scavengers. When a cheetah leaves behind part of its prey, scavengers like 

vultures and hyenas benefit from the leftovers. This helps ensure that no part 

of the prey goes to waste. 

Unfortunately, cheetahs face threats like habitat loss and poaching, which 

can disrupt the balance of their ecosystem. Conservation efforts are 

important to protect cheetahs and the important role they play in nature. 

 


