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Unlocking the Bill of Rights: America's Cherished Amendments
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. James Madison is called the "Father of the Bill of Rights" because
he played a crucial role in drafting and proposing the
amendments that make up the Bill of Rights. He believed these
amendments were essential to safeguard individual rights and
limit government power, and he convinced Congress to
propose them to the states.

2. The Bill of Rights is crucial in protecting the rights and freedoms
of American citizens by providing specific guarantees, such as
freedom of speech, religion, and the right to bear arms. It limits
the government's ability to infringe on these rights, ensuring that
individuals have certain fundamental protections.

3. The ratification of the Bill of Rights was a significant moment in
American history because it added essential protections to the
U.S. Constitution. It reassured citizens that their individual liberties
would be safeguarded, and it continues to be a cornerstone of
American democracy today.

4. Three of the ten amendments in the Bill of Rights are the First
Amendment (protecting freedom of speech, religion, and the
press), the Second Amendment (addressing the right to bear
arms), and the Fourth Amendment (protecting against
unreasonable searches and seizures). These amendments are
significant because they provide essential protections for
individual rights and limit government interference in these
areas.
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