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How Do Chimpanzees Communicate? 
Chimpanzees are highly social animals that 

use a variety of ways to communicate with 

each other. They rely on sounds, gestures, 

and facial expressions to share information 

and express feelings. These forms of 

communication help them stay connected 

and work together in the wild. 

One way chimpanzees communicate is 

through vocalizations. They make loud hoots, screams, and grunts to warn others 

of danger, express excitement, or call for help. For example, a chimpanzee might 

make a loud pant-hoot sound when finding a large food source, letting others 

know it has discovered something important. 

Gestures also play a big role in chimpanzee communication. They use hand 

signals, like pointing or reaching out, to show what they want or need. A young 

chimpanzee may extend its hand to request food from its mother. Grooming is 

another important gesture. When a chimpanzee grooms another, it shows trust 

and helps build strong social bonds. 

Facial expressions are essential too. A relaxed face often means the chimpanzee 

feels safe, while a bared-teeth grin might show fear or submission. These 

expressions help chimpanzees avoid conflicts and understand each other's 

feelings. 

Chimpanzees also use body language, such as stomping their feet or drumming 

on tree trunks, to make noise and draw attention. This is often seen when a 

dominant chimp wants to show power and control over the group. 

Interestingly, chimpanzees can combine these forms of communication. For 

example, a chimpanzee might hoot while waving its arms to signal excitement or 

warn of danger. 


