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The Circus Mystery Unveiled 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Fantastic Four initially noticed the circus poster, attended the 

circus, observed the mysterious man near the lion's cage, 

followed him to the abandoned barn, uncovered the 

underground chamber, and solved various clues that led them 

to the town square where they found the hidden treasure. 

2. The children faced challenges such as deciphering cryptic 

clues, navigating an eerie barn, and digging for the treasure. 

They overcame these challenges through teamwork, problem-

solving, and determination. 

3. The children's bond grew stronger as they worked together to 

solve the mystery. They relied on each other's unique strengths 

and supported one another throughout the adventure, which 

was crucial to their success. 

4. Curiosity and adventure were central themes in the story, as the 

children's curiosity drove them to attend the circus and follow 

the mysterious man. The story conveys a message that curiosity 

can lead to exciting discoveries and that embracing adventure 

can strengthen friendships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


