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Discovering Illinois: Exploring Its Major Cities 
Short Answer Key 

1. Iconic skyscrapers in Chicago's skyline include the Willis Tower, 

the John Hancock Center, and the architecture of Millennium 

Park's "Bean" sculpture. 

2. Springfield is the state capital of Illinois and holds historical 

significance as the hometown of Abraham Lincoln. It is where 

Lincoln served as a legislator and where visitors can explore his 

life and legacy through various museums and landmarks. 

3. Champaign-Urbana is known for its academic excellence due 

to the presence of the University of Illinois. It offers cultural 

attractions such as the Krannert Art Museum and the Krannert 

Center for the Performing Arts, contributing to the area's rich 

cultural scene. 

4. Rockford, Illinois, is known as the "City of Gardens" and offers 

attractions like the Anderson Japanese Gardens and the 

Discovery Center Museum. It also has a strong focus on outdoor 

recreational activities and beautiful parks. 

5. Peoria's location along the Illinois River provides a vibrant 

riverfront area with parks, restaurants, and entertainment 

options. Visitors can explore attractions like the Peoria Riverfront 

Museum and Wildlife Prairie Park. 

 

 

 


