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Discovering Illinois: Exploring Its Major Cities 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Chicago's iconic skyscrapers are a testament to the city's 
architectural innovation and economic prowess. They have 
become symbols of Chicago's resilience and ambition, shaping 
its identity as a world-class city. The towering structures also 
reflect the city's history of urban development and engineering 
achievements. 

2. Abraham Lincoln is a pivotal figure in American history, known 
for his leadership during the Civil War and his efforts to abolish 
slavery. His connection to Springfield, Illinois, as his hometown 
and the place where he practiced law and served as a 
legislator, makes the city a significant historical destination. 
Visitors can explore his life and contributions through museums, 
landmarks, and his final resting place. 

3. The University of Illinois plays a crucial role in education, research, 
and innovation. It contributes to the local community by 
providing educational opportunities, driving economic growth, 
and fostering a diverse and vibrant academic environment. 
Additionally, it conducts research that benefits the state and the 
nation in various fields, making it a valuable asset to Illinois. 

4. Preserving natural spaces like the Anderson Japanese Gardens 
in urban areas like Rockford is essential for several reasons. Firstly, 
it provides residents and visitors with a peaceful and 
aesthetically pleasing environment, promoting physical and 
mental well-being. Secondly, it enhances the city's appeal as a 
tourist destination and can boost the local economy. Moreover, 
urban gardens contribute to biodiversity conservation and 
environmental sustainability, improving overall quality of life in 
the community. 

 

 


