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Exploring China's Vibrant Cities 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Shanghai seamlessly blends tradition and modernity. For 

example, the iconic Oriental Pearl Tower represents modernity, 

while the historical Bund showcases colonial-era buildings from 

Shanghai's past. 

2. The Terracotta Army in Xi'an is significant because it consists of 

thousands of life-sized clay soldiers, horses, and chariots created 

to accompany China's first emperor, Qin Shi Huang, in the 

afterlife. It is a cultural treasure and offers insights into ancient 

Chinese beliefs and craftsmanship. 

3. Hong Kong's cultural diversity is shaped by its status as a Special 

Administrative Region and its history as a British colony. It 

combines Eastern and Western influences in its architecture, 

cuisine, and daily life. This diversity fosters a unique cultural 

environment. 

4. The Forbidden City in Beijing is a vast imperial palace complex 

that served as the center of Chinese politics and culture for 

centuries. It features magnificent architecture, including ornate 

palaces and courtyards, and is historically significant as the 

residence of emperors and the symbolic heart of China's 

imperial power. 

 

 

 


