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Brazil is a country of immense beauty, and its cities
are no exception. From the bustling streets of Sao
Paulo to the tropical paradise of Rio de Janeiro,
each major city in Brazil has its own unique charm
and character. In this reading passage, we will
- embark on a journey to discover the major cities of
Brazil and what makes them special.

Sao Paulo is the largest city in Brazil and one of the largest in the world. It's a
bustling metropolis known for its skyscrapers, cultural diversity, and vibrant arts
scene. With a population of over 12 million people, Sdo Paulo is a hub of business,
finance, and culture.

2. Rio de Janeiro: The Marvelous City

Rio de Janeiro, often simply called Rio, is one of the most famous cities in the
world. It's renowned for its breathtaking natural beauty, including iconic
landmarks like Sugarloaf Mountain and the Christ the Redeemer statue. Rio is
famous for its lively Carnival celebrations, samba music, and stunning beaches
like Copacabana and Ipanema.

3. Brasilia: The Modern Capital

Brasilia is the capital of Brazil and is known for its modernist architecture. It was
purpose-built in the 1960s and is a UNESCO World Heritage site. The city's unique
design resembles an airplane from above and features many iconic buildings,
including the National Congress and the Cathedral of Brasilia.

4. Salvador: The Cultural Heart

Salvador, located in the northeastern state of Bahia, is known for its rich Afro-
Brazilian culture. It's a city where traditions like Capoeira, Candomblé, and Bahian
cuisine thrive. The historic center, Pelourinho, is a UNESCO World Heritage site, with
colorful colonial buildings and vibrant streets.

5. Belo Horizonte: The Garden City

Belo Horizonte, often referred to as BH, is known for its beautiful parks and green
spaces. The city is surrounded by mountains and offers a high quality of life. It's
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also famous for its food scene, with a wide variety of traditional Minas Gerais
dishes.

6. Manaus: The Gateway to the Amazon

Manaus is a unique city located in the heart of the Amazon Rainforest. It's a major
port and serves as a gateway for exploring the Amazon. The city's famous Teatro
Amazonas, an opera house built during the rubber boom, is a testament to its
historical significance.

7. Recife: The Venice of Brazil

Recife, the capital of Pernambuco state, is known for its beautiful canals and
waterways, earning it the nickname "Venice of Brazil." The city boasts a lively
Carnival and vibrant music scene, with genres like frevo and maracatu originating
here.

8. Fortaleza: The Sun City

Fortaleza, located on the northeastern coast, is known for its sunny beaches and
warm climate. It's a popular tourist destination with beautiful coastline and resorts.
The city is also famous for its seafood and local cuisine.

9. Curitiba: The Green City

Curitiba is a city known for its sustainability and green initiatives. It has an extensive
public transportation system, parks, and a focus on urban planning. The Botanical
Garden of Curitiba is one of its iconic landmarks.

10. Porto Alegre: The Cultural Hub

Porto Alegre, in the southern state of Rio Grande do Sul, is known for its rich cultural
scene. The city hosts numerous festivals, theaters, and cultural events. It's also
famous for its barbecue restaurants and gaucho culture.
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