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City Puzzle: How Urban Planning Shapes Our Cities 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Urban planning impacts the creation of livable spaces by carefully designing city 
layouts that include green spaces, parks, efficient transportation networks, and 
sustainable infrastructure. For example, a well-planned city might have accessible 
parks and recreational areas that provide opportunities for relaxation and social 
interaction. Efficient transportation systems reduce traffic congestion, improving 
air quality and reducing commute times, which enhances the overall quality of life 
for residents. 

2. As an urban planner, I would prioritize several considerations and strategies to 
ensure an efficient and environmentally sustainable city: 

• Design a well-structured transportation network to reduce traffic 
congestion and promote public transit and biking. 

• Allocate green spaces and parks throughout the city to enhance the 
quality of life for residents. 

• Promote energy-efficient building designs and renewable energy sources. 
• Implement strict pollution control measures for factories and vehicles. 
• Protect natural areas and water bodies to preserve biodiversity and 

provide recreational opportunities. By focusing on these strategies, the city 
can be efficient, environmentally friendly, and offer a high quality of life. 

3. Leonardo da Vinci's sketches and inventions indirectly influenced urban planning 
concepts by showcasing his deep understanding of engineering and city 
infrastructure. For example, his designs for bridges demonstrated his grasp of 
structural engineering, which is crucial in planning urban infrastructure like bridges 
and overpasses. His detailed drawings of canals and waterways highlighted the 
importance of efficient water transportation, an essential element in urban 
planning. Overall, da Vinci's work underscored the importance of efficient and 
functional city infrastructure, which remains a fundamental aspect of urban 
planning today. 

4. Efficient urban planning can lead to various economic benefits, including job 
opportunities and prosperity for city residents. Well-planned cities often attract 
businesses and investments due to their efficient transportation networks and 
accessible infrastructure. This can stimulate economic growth, resulting in the 
creation of job opportunities in various industries. As businesses thrive, they 
contribute to increased economic prosperity for both individuals and the city as a 
whole. Additionally, efficient urban planning can reduce traffic congestion and 
transportation costs, which can improve the overall affordability of living in the city, 
further enhancing prosperity for residents. 

 


