
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Cleanup Lesson 
In The Cat in the Hat, Dr. Seuss 
presents a wild and chaotic story 
that ultimately teaches an 
important lesson about 
responsibility. On a rainy day, two 
siblings are left alone in their house 
with strict instructions from their 
mother to behave and keep things 
tidy. However, the arrival of the 
Cat in the Hat turns their quiet day 
upside down. The Cat introduces 
fun, but his antics create an 

enormous mess in the house. Thing 1 and Thing 2, the Cat’s playful 
companions, make the situation even worse by knocking over furniture, 
flying kites indoors, and scattering objects everywhere. 

As the mess grows, so does the siblings’ sense of worry. They begin to realize 
that they will be held accountable for the chaos. Their mother’s eventual 
return looms over them, adding tension to the story. The Fish, acting as the 
voice of reason, repeatedly reminds the siblings that they should stop the 
Cat’s antics and take control of the situation. But the siblings hesitate, 
unsure of how to handle such a mischievous guest. 

Just when it seems like all hope is lost, the Cat surprises everyone by bringing 
in a magical machine to clean up the mess. Within moments, the house is 
spotless, and all evidence of the chaos is gone. The siblings feel relieved, 
but they’ve learned a critical lesson: having fun is fine, but cleaning up after 
your mistakes is essential. 

The resolution of the story emphasizes the importance of taking 
responsibility. Although the Cat caused the mess, he ultimately cleaned it 
up, showing that even those who create problems can take action to fix 
them. For the siblings, this experience serves as a reminder that when 
something goes wrong, it’s important to own up to it and find a solution. The 
story ends on a hopeful note, suggesting that responsibility and fun can 
coexist when handled thoughtfully. 


