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The Remarkable Queen Cleopatra: Her Life and Significance 
Short Answer Key 

1. Cleopatra was born in Alexandria, Egypt, in 69 BCE, and she 
belonged to the Ptolemaic dynasty. At the age of 18, she 
became the co-ruler of Egypt alongside her younger brother, 
Ptolemy XIII. Her rise to power was marked by internal strife and 
external threats from the Roman Republic. 

2. Cleopatra's alliance with Julius Caesar helped secure her 
position on the Egyptian throne, and she bore him a son named 
Caesarion. Her relationship with Mark Antony allowed her to 
expand her influence over Rome's eastern territories, but it 
ultimately led to the Battle of Actium and her tragic end. 

3. The Battle of Actium, in 31 BCE, was a naval battle off the coast 
of Greece between the forces of Octavian (Augustus) and Mark 
Antony, with Cleopatra supporting Antony. Cleopatra and 
Antony were defeated, leading to their downfall. Fearing 
capture and humiliation in Rome, they took their own lives. 

4. Cleopatra embraced Egyptian culture, learned its language 
and traditions, and promoted the blending of Greek and 
Egyptian cultures. Her reign marked a period of cultural fusion, 
where Greek and Egyptian customs coexisted, contributing to 
the rich heritage of ancient Egypt. 

5. Cleopatra is considered a symbol of feminine power due to her 
ability to influence powerful Roman leaders like Julius Caesar 
and Mark Antony. She has been portrayed in literature and art 
as a charismatic and intelligent woman who used her charm 
and intellect to achieve her goals. Her story has been 
romanticized in various artistic forms, making her a legendary 
figure. 

 

 

 


