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Sunny Skies and Stormy Seasons: Understanding Florida's Climate
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Florida's tropical climate features warm temperatures year-
round with minimal temperature variations. In contrast, the
subtropical and humid subtropical climates experience cooler
winters. These climate zones affect the state's vegetation,
wildlife, and the lifestyle of residents. The tropical climate is ideal
for beachgoers and water sports enthusiasts, while the
subtropical regions may experience occasional frost, impacting
agriculture and outdoor activities differently.

2. Hurricanes have a substantial impact on Florida, affecting
communities and infrastructure. Strong winds, heavy rainfall, and
storm surges can lead to property damage and flooding. To
mitigate these effects, Florida can invest in improved
infrastructure, early warning systems, and emergency
preparedness programs.

3. Florida's climate promotes outdoor recreational activities and
industries such as boating, swimming, and golfing. The state's
pleasant weather allows residents and tourists to enjoy these
activities year-round. Outdoor leisure is an integral part of
Florida's lifestyle and economy, attracting visitors and boosting
local businesses.

4. Water conservation is crucial in Florida due to its climate
patterns, including the wet and dry seasons. Sustainable water
management practices can include water recycling, efficient
irrigation systems, and public awareness campaigns to reduce
water waste. These measures are essential to ensure a stable
water supply and protect Florida's environment.
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