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Clockwork Catastrophe 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Possible Answer: Before the Catastrophe, Clockwork City was a 

marvel of technology, powered by intricate gears and cogs. It 

was efficient and predictable, with a precise and orderly way of 

life. 

2. Possible Answer: The trio's journey made them realize that while 

technology was valuable, it needed to be balanced with an 

appreciation for the natural world to maintain harmony and 

avoid catastrophic consequences. 

3. Possible Answer: Sam had inventive skills, Ellie possessed 

mathematical expertise, and Max was agile and daring. These 

qualities allowed them to overcome obstacles and challenges 

on their journey, ultimately leading to their success. 

4. Possible Answer: The story conveys the message that teamwork, 

with each member using their unique skills, is essential for success. 

It also emphasizes the importance of balancing technological 

innovation with respect for the natural world to avoid 

catastrophic consequences. 


