If you’ve ever watched the movie Finding
Nemo, you’ve seen a clownfish! But these bright
W orange fish with white stripes are more than just

movie stars—they’re fascinating creatures in real
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Clownfish are small fish that live in the warm

waters of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. They

are often found SW|mm|ng near coral reefs and hiding in sea anemones. Sea
anemones are plants that look like underwater flowers, but they are actually
animals! Their tentacles sting most fish, but not clownfish. Clownfish have a special
slime on their skin that protects them from the stings, making the anemone a safe

home.

Living in sea anemones isn’t just about staying safe. Clownfish and sea anemones
help each other. This is called a symbiotic relationship. The clownfish cleans the
anemone and scares away fish that might harm it. In return, the anemone keeps

predators away from the clownfish. It’s like being best friends!

Clownfish are omnivores, which means they eat both plants and animals. They
eat tiny creatures like plankton and algae. Clownfish don’t need to travel far for

food because their home, the anemone, attracts a lot of tasty treats.

One of the most amazing things about clownfish is their family life. Did you know
that all clownfish are born male? In a group of clownfish, the largest becomes the
female, and the second-largest is the male. They are the parents of the group,
and the rest are smaller males. If the female dies, the largest male will change into

a female! This unique trait helps their group survive.

With their bright colors, unique partnerships, and fascinating family roles, clownfish
are some of the ocean’s most incredible creatures. The next time you see one,

remember there’s much more to them than meets the eyel!
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