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What’s on the Menu for a Clownfish? 
Clownfish may be small, but they have a big 

appetite! These colorful fish are omnivores, 

which means they eat both plants and 

animals. Their ability to eat a variety of foods 

helps them survive in their underwater world. 

One of the main foods that clownfish eat is 

plankton. Plankton are tiny organisms that 

drift through the ocean. They can be plants, 

animals, or even bacteria. Clownfish use their quick movements to catch 

plankton as it floats by. They also eat algae, which is a type of underwater plant. 

Algae often grow on rocks or coral, and clownfish can nibble on it when it’s 

nearby. 

But clownfish don’t stop there. They are also known to eat small creatures like 

shrimp and tiny crustaceans. These animals sometimes get too close to the sea 

anemone where clownfish live, and the clownfish are ready to grab them for a 

snack. This makes clownfish both hunters and gatherers in their habitat. 

Sea anemones, which are the clownfish’s homes, also play a big role in their diet. 

When the sea anemone catches prey with its stinging tentacles, small pieces of 

food often float away. The clownfish can eat these leftovers, which is another 

reason their relationship with sea anemones is so important. 

Clownfish don’t have to travel far to find food. Their sea anemone home attracts 

prey, and the coral reef around them is full of food sources. They can grab a quick 

meal just by staying close to their territory. This is helpful because staying near their 

sea anemone keeps them safe from predators. 

So, what does a clownfish eat? The answer is: a little bit of everything! From 

plankton and algae to shrimp and scraps from their sea anemone, clownfish have 

a diverse diet that makes them true survivors of the ocean. 


