Name

The Amazing Life Cycle of a Clownfish

The clownfish, with its bright colors and
fascinating behaviors, goes through an
.~ equally fascinating life cycle. From a tiny

| egg to a full-grown adult, the journey of
Lo a clownfish is filed with incredible
transformations. Let’s take a closer look
at the stages of its life.

The life of a clownfish begins as an egg.
The female clownfish lays hundreds or
2 even thousands of eggs on a flat
surface near thelr sea anemone home. The male clownfish takes care of
these eggs, keeping them clean and safe. It takes about 6 to 10 days for
the eggs to hatch, depending on the water temperature. When they
hatch, tiny baby clownfish, called larvae, emerge.

At the larva stage, clownfish are extremely small and transparent. They drift
with the ocean currents and feed on plankton. This stage is risky because
they are vulnerable to predators. After about 8 to 12 days, the larvae grow
bigger and stronger and start to find their way back to a coral reef.

Once the clownfish settle in a coral reef, they enter the juvenile stage.
During this time, they begin living near a sea anemone and form social
groups. Juveniles are still small but no longer transparent. They grow quickly
and learn to swim through the sea anemone’s tentacles for protection.

Finally, a clownfish reaches adulthood. Adult clownfish have their bright
orange color with white stripes. They live in groups led by the largest female.
The second largest, a male, is her mate. The smaller clownfish remain males
and do not reproduce. If the female dies, the largest male changes into a
female and becomes the new leader.

Clownfish can live for 6 to 10 years in the wild if they stay safe from
predators. They spend most of their adult lives near their sea anemone,
helping the group survive and keeping their home clean.

From the tiny, drifting larva to the bold and colorful adult, the life cycle of a
clownfish is a story of survival, growth, and teamwork.
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