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Cockroaches and Their Surprising Relationships 
Open-Ended Response Questions 
1. Why do you think mutualism is helpful for both cockroaches and bacteria? 

 

2. How might humans unintentionally create environments where cockroaches 
thrive? 

 

3. If cockroaches did not have bacteria in their digestive system, how might this 
affect their ability to survive? 

 

4. What can we learn about nature from studying the relationships between 
cockroaches and other species? 

 

 


