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The Roman Rumble: A Noblewoman's Comedy of Politics 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Livia's journey from a young noblewoman to a powerful senator 

in ancient Rome was marked by her passion for politics, 

determination, and wit. She overcame obstacles, including 

ridicule and attempts to discredit her, and ultimately earned 

respect and influence in the Roman Senate. 

2. Livia's sense of humor played a role in her success in the Roman 

Senate by helping her navigate difficult situations with wit and 

grace. It allowed her to disarm her opponents and win the favor 

of both the Senate and the people. 

3. Livia's story teaches us the importance of pursuing our dreams 

with determination and resilience, even when faced with 

obstacles. It also highlights the power of humor in diffusing tense 

situations and winning over others. 

4. It was challenging for women to participate in politics in ancient 

Rome because the society was patriarchal, and women had 

limited rights and opportunities. However, some exceptional 

individuals like Livia managed to break through these barriers 

and make their mark in the political arena. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


