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How Does a Panda Communicate? 
Pandas may seem quiet and shy, but they have many 

ways to communicate with each other. Even though 

they mostly live alone, communication is essential 

during mating season or when a mother is caring for 

her cub. Pandas use sounds, gestures, scents, and 

even body language to interact with others. 

One way pandas communicate is by making sounds. Pandas can bleat, growl, 

honk, and even bark! For example, a mother panda bleats softly to reassure her 

cub. Male pandas might growl or bark when competing with others during mating 

season. Cubs often squeal to get their mother’s attention when they are hungry 

or scared. 

Scent marking is another important form of communication for pandas. They 

have special glands under their tails that release a strong-smelling liquid. Pandas 

rub this scent on trees, rocks, or the ground to mark their territory or leave 

messages for other pandas. These scent marks let pandas know who has been in 

the area and whether the territory belongs to someone else. 

Body language is also a key way pandas communicate. For example, when 

pandas feel threatened, they may stand on their hind legs or show their teeth to 

scare off predators. On the other hand, pandas sometimes roll around or play 

with each other to show they are friendly and relaxed. 

During the spring mating season, pandas use a combination of sounds, scents, 

and behaviors to find a mate. Male pandas call out to females and follow scent 

trails to locate them. Once they meet, they may play or interact to show interest. 

Pandas’ communication is not just about survival—it also strengthens bonds 

between mothers and cubs or helps them avoid conflicts. By understanding how 

pandas interact, scientists can better protect them and help ensure their survival 

in the wild. 


