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How Does a Komodo Dragon Communicate? 
Komodo dragons use unique ways to 

communicate with each other in the wild. They do 

not make loud sounds like many other animals but 

rely on body language, scents, and physical 

gestures instead. 

One of the most important ways Komodo dragons 

communicate is through scent. They have a 

highly sensitive tongue that flicks in and out of their mouth, picking up scent 

particles from the air. This helps them find food and detect the presence of 

other dragons nearby. The forked tongue helps them determine which 

direction a scent is coming from, much like a snake. 

Komodo dragons also use body language and physical gestures to interact. 

During mating season, males may wrestle with each other, pushing and 

shoving to show dominance. The winner often gains the right to mate with a 

female. If a Komodo dragon feels threatened, it may hiss loudly and puff up 

its body to appear larger and more intimidating. 

Another form of communication is through territory marking. Komodo dragons 

will rub their scent on the ground and nearby objects to signal that an area 

belongs to them. This helps avoid unnecessary fights between dragons. 

Interestingly, Komodo dragons also display behaviors of social feeding. When 

a large meal is available, multiple dragons may gather to feed together. 

Though they are solitary most of the time, this rare interaction shows they can 

tolerate one another during important events like feeding. 

Komodo dragons may not be as vocal as some animals, but their use of scent, 

body language, and physical displays makes their communication effective 

in their natural habitat. 


