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How Do Meerkats Communicate? 
Meerkats are highly social animals that use 

various methods to communicate with one 

another. Living in large groups called mobs, 

they need to stay connected and alert to 

survive in the wild. Meerkats use sounds, body 

gestures, and scents to share important 

information with their group. 

Meerkats are well-known for their different vocalizations. They make high-

pitched calls to warn their group of predators nearby. If danger is close, a 

meerkat will let out a loud bark, signaling everyone to run for cover. When 

everything is safe, they use soft chirping sounds to reassure the group. Each 

sound helps the meerkats stay safe in their desert home. 

Besides sounds, meerkats use body language to share messages. For example, 

standing tall on their hind legs often means they are on the lookout for danger. 

When they feel calm, they may lie close together or groom one another. These 

actions help build trust and keep the group united. 

Scent marking is another important way meerkats communicate. They rub 

their scent glands on objects and even other meerkats to mark their territory. 

This helps them recognize their own group and avoid conflicts with other mobs. 

By combining sounds, gestures, and scents, meerkats can work together 

effectively as a team. 

One of the most interesting examples of meerkat communication happens 

when they teach their young. Older meerkats will make specific sounds to 

guide pups while hunting for food. They may use chirps to show which insects 

are safe to eat or to warn about dangerous prey like scorpions. 

 


