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The French and Indian War: Conflict in Colonial America 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Native American tribes played significant roles in the French and Indian War 
by forming alliances with either the British or the French based on their 
strategic interests and historical relationships. Many tribes, including the 
Huron, Algonquin, and others, aligned with the French, while others, like the 
Iroquois Confederacy, supported the British. These alliances impacted the 
conflict by providing military support, intelligence, and control over crucial 
trade routes. Native American involvement also influenced the dynamics 
of the war and contributed to tensions between European powers and 
native tribes in the region. 

2. The French and Indian War had several long-term consequences on the 
relationship between Britain and its American colonies. First, it left Britain 
heavily in debt, leading to increased taxation and economic policies that 
strained the colonies. The war also expanded British territorial claims in North 
America, which led to conflicts over land and control. Furthermore, the 
presence of British troops in the colonies for defense during the war created 
tensions as they remained stationed there afterward. These factors, along 
with a sense of unfair taxation without representation, contributed to 
growing discontent and eventually played a significant role in sparking the 
American Revolution. 

3. The Treaty of Paris (1763) was highly significant in reshaping territorial control 
in North America. It resulted in Britain gaining control of Canada and all 
French territories east of the Mississippi River. This gave Britain a dominant 
position in North America. Meanwhile, Spain received Louisiana and New 
Orleans from France. The treaty effectively ended France's significant 
colonial presence in North America. The balance of power among 
European colonial powers in the region shifted in favor of Britain, making it 
the preeminent colonial power in North America, which had far-reaching 
consequences for the continent's future. 

4. The French and Indian War was part of the larger Seven Years' War, a global 
conflict involving several European nations. In the global context, the Seven 
Years' War had a profound impact on the balance of power. Britain 
emerged as a major global superpower as a result of its victories in North 
America, the Caribbean, West Africa, and India. France, while retaining 
some overseas territories, had to cede significant colonial holdings to Britain 
and Spain. The war weakened France and strengthened Britain's global 
position, setting the stage for the British Empire's expansion and influence in 
the following centuries. 

 

 


