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Debating and Voting on Bills: How Members of Congress Shape Laws 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The importance of debate in Congress lies in its role as a forum for discussion 
and deliberation. It allows members of Congress to express diverse 
viewpoints, present evidence and arguments, and engage in a structured 
dialogue. This process ensures that bills are thoroughly examined and 
considered from multiple angles, leading to more informed decisions and 
better-crafted legislation. Moreover, debate upholds the principles of 
democracy by allowing elected representatives to voice the concerns and 
preferences of their constituents. 

2. One real-life example of a bill that underwent significant amendments 
during the legislative process is the Affordable Care Act (ACA) or 
Obamacare. The ACA started as a complex piece of legislation with 
various provisions aimed at reforming the healthcare system. Throughout its 
journey in Congress, the bill underwent numerous amendments, 
adjustments, and compromises to gain support from both parties. These 
amendments affected aspects such as coverage requirements, Medicaid 
expansion, and the individual mandate. The impact of these changes was 
substantial, as they shaped the final law's scope and provisions, impacting 
millions of Americans' access to healthcare. 

3. The President plays a crucial role in the legislative process by either signing 
bills passed by Congress into law or vetoing them. When the President signs 
a bill, it becomes law and is implemented. If the President vetoes a bill, it is 
returned to Congress, which can override the veto with a two-thirds 
majority vote in both chambers. This presidential power ensures that the 
executive branch has a say in the laws that are enacted, serving as a 
check and balance on the legislative process. 

4. The final vote on a bill in Congress is significant because it represents the 
culmination of the legislative process and the collective will of the elected 
representatives. It determines whether a bill advances to become law or 
not. This vote reflects the lawmakers' assessment of the bill's merits, 
alignment with their constituents' interests, and the potential impact on the 
nation. It is a crucial moment of decision-making that upholds the principles 
of representative democracy, where elected officials make choices on 
behalf of the people they serve. The outcome of this vote has a direct and 
lasting effect on the lives of citizens and the direction of the country. 

 


