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The Boston Tea Party: Destruction, Disguises, and Consequences 
Short Answer Key 

1. The protesters destroyed the tea by breaking open the tea 

chests with axes and other tools, emptying the loose tea leaves 

into Boston Harbor. They took care not to harm anyone on the 

ships. They used physical force and deliberate actions to destroy 

the tea. 

2. The disguise of Mohawk Indians was a symbolic and practical 

choice. It concealed the participants' identities, reducing the risk 

of retaliation, and it sent a message that the protest was a 

collective act of resistance against British control. 

3. There were no casualties or deaths associated with the Boston 

Tea Party because the protesters were careful to avoid violence 

towards the crew members. Their primary goal was to protest 

British taxation and control, not to harm individuals. 

4. The consequences of the Boston Tea Party included the passage 

of punitive measures by the British government, known as the 

Coercive Acts, which aimed to punish the people of Boston and 

tighten British control over the colonies. These measures had a 

significant impact on the daily lives of the colonists. 

5. The Boston Tea Party further intensified the tension between the 

American colonies and the British government. It demonstrated 

the colonists' determination to resist British taxation and control, 

contributing to the growing discontent that ultimately led to the 

American Revolution. 


