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The Boston Tea Party: Destruction, 
Disguises, and Consequences 
The Boston Tea Party is a well-known event in 

American history, characterized by the 

dramatic destruction of tea in protest of British 

taxation. In this reading passage, we will 

explore in detail how much tea was destroyed 

during the Boston Tea Party, the methods used to destroy it, and whether there 

were any casualties or deaths associated with the event. 

How much tea was destroyed during the Boston Tea Party? 

During the Boston Tea Party, a significant quantity of tea was destroyed. It is 

estimated that over 340 chests of tea, weighing approximately 46 tons, were 

thrown into Boston Harbor by the colonial protesters. This was a substantial amount 

of tea, and it represented a direct challenge to the British government and the 

British East India Company, which owned the tea. 

How was the tea destroyed during the Boston Tea Party? 

The destruction of the tea during the Boston Tea Party was carried out 

methodically and deliberately by the colonial protesters. The participants, many 

of whom were members of the Sons of Liberty, disguised themselves as Mohawk 

Indians to conceal their identities. They boarded three British ships—the 

Dartmouth, the Eleanor, and the Beaver—that were anchored in Boston Harbor 

and carrying the British East India Company's tea. 

Once on board, the protesters located the chests of tea and began the process 

of destroying them. They used axes and other tools to break open the tea chests, 

then proceeded to empty the loose tea leaves into the harbor. Some accounts 

suggest that they even attempted to sweep the tea leaves from the decks of the 
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ships into the water. The entire process was conducted without violence towards 

the crew members on the ships or any damage to other cargo. 

Were there any casualties or deaths during the Boston Tea Party? 

Remarkably, there were no casualties or deaths associated with the Boston Tea 

Party. The protesters were careful to avoid harming anyone on the ships, and their 

primary goal was to make a powerful statement against British taxation and 

control. Despite the destruction of valuable cargo, the event itself remained 

nonviolent. 

The consequences of the Boston Tea Party, however, were significant. The British 

government responded to the protest with harsh measures, including the passage 

of the Coercive Acts, which were aimed at punishing the people of Boston and 

tightening British control over the American colonies. These punitive measures, 

rather than deterring further protests, only fueled the flames of discontent and 

pushed the colonies closer to the American Revolution. 

In summary, the Boston Tea Party involved the destruction of over 340 chests of 

tea, weighing approximately 46 tons, owned by the British East India Company. 

The tea was methodically destroyed by colonial protesters who disguised 

themselves as Mohawk Indians and boarded three British ships. Despite the 

destruction of the tea, there were no casualties or deaths associated with the 

event, as the protesters were careful to avoid violence towards the crew 

members. However, the consequences of the Boston Tea Party had a profound 

impact on the relationship between the American colonies and the British 

government. 

 

 

 

 


