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Why Doesn’t The Mass of a Rusted Nail Equal The Original Nail? 
Short Answer Key 

1. Water and oxygen 

2. Oxygen atoms from the air join with iron atoms in the nail 

3. Because it has gained oxygen from the air 

4. Iron oxide 

5. Matter cannot be created or destroyed, only changed or 

moved 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


