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Why Doesn’t The Mass of a Rusted Nail Equal The Original Nail? 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Because it looks flaky or broken, not heavier 

2. Bread rising as it bakes, or wood burning and taking in oxygen 

3. They could prevent rust by keeping tools dry and coated 

4. Nails would not rust because there would be no oxygen to react 

with iron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


