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Sealed Containers And Conservation of Matter 
Have you ever watched something fizz or 

bubble in a science experiment? Maybe 

you’ve mixed baking soda and vinegar and 

seen foam pour over the sides. It looks like 

matter is disappearing. But is it really? 

Scientists know a rule that helps answer that 

question: matter cannot be created or 

destroyed. This rule is called the law of 

conservation of matter. 

Sometimes, it’s hard to see where all the matter goes during a chemical reaction. 

Gases can float into the air, or liquids can splash out. To study matter carefully, 

scientists use sealed containers. A sealed container traps everything inside. That 

way, nothing escapes during the experiment. 

For example, imagine mixing baking soda and vinegar inside a sealed plastic 

bottle. The bottle may puff up because it’s holding gas that forms during the 

reaction. If scientists weigh the bottle before and after the reaction, the weight 

stays the same. This proves that no matter was lost—it just changed into a new 

form. 

Without a sealed container, it might look like matter disappears. If gas floats away 

into the air, you can’t see it or measure it. But in a sealed container, scientists can 

measure all the parts before and after. They know that all the matter is still there, 

just in different forms like liquid, solid, or gas. 

This is important for many reasons. It helps scientists build better experiments, 

understand how things change, and even create new materials. It also teaches 

us that matter is always around us, even when we can’t see it. 

So, the next time you see bubbles in a science lab, remember: the fizz didn’t 

disappear. And if it’s in a sealed container, scientists can prove it! 


