
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Continental Drift: A Puzzle of Earth's Past 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. As Alfred Wegener, I first conceived the idea of continental drift when I 
observed the remarkable fit between the coastlines of South America and 
Africa. This observation struck me as more than just a coincidence, and I 
began to wonder if there was a deeper explanation. My journey to gather 
evidence was marked by extensive research and exploration. I collected 
data on similar fossils found on continents separated by oceans, studied 
geological features like matching rock layers and mountain ranges, and 
even considered climate clues such as glacial deposits. As I pieced 
together this evidence, I became more convinced of the validity of my 
theory. However, I faced challenges in convincing the scientific 
community, as many believed that continents were too massive to move. 
Despite the resistance, I persevered in sharing my theory through 
publications and lectures, hoping to open the door to a new understanding 
of Earth's history. 

2. Continental drift has had a profound impact on the distribution of Earth's 
continents, shaping the current arrangement of continents and ocean 
basins. Millions of years ago, the continents were part of a supercontinent 
called Pangaea. Over time, due to the process of continental drift, 
Pangaea began to break apart. The continents drifted away from each 
other, creating the ocean basins that we see today. 

This movement of continents has led to the current distribution of 
landmasses, with continents like South America, Africa, and Australia in their 
present positions. The Atlantic Ocean, for example, widened as North 
America and Eurasia moved away from South America and Africa. 

The effects of continental drift aren't limited to just the arrangement of 
continents. They have also influenced climate patterns, ocean currents, 
and the distribution of species. For instance, the separation of continents 
allowed for the development of unique ecosystems on isolated 
landmasses, leading to the evolution of distinct flora and fauna. 

Additionally, continental drift plays a significant role in explaining 
geological phenomena such as the formation of mountain ranges, 
earthquakes, and volcanic activity. The movement of tectonic plates at 
plate boundaries is a direct consequence of continental drift. 
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3.  Technological advancements and scientific collaboration have played a 
crucial role in confirming and expanding upon Alfred Wegener's original 
theory of continental drift. 

In the mid-20th century, advances in technology such as sonar mapping 
and the development of submersibles allowed scientists to explore the 
ocean floor and gather critical data. These technological tools revealed 
the existence of mid-ocean ridges, deep-sea trenches, and the 
symmetrical magnetic striping of the oceanic crust. This evidence strongly 
supported the concept of plate tectonics, which explained how continents 
move and interact at plate boundaries. 

Furthermore, the development of radiometric dating techniques provided 
scientists with the ability to determine the ages of rocks and fossils, 
confirming the timelines proposed by continental drift. This dating allowed 
for the reconstruction of Earth's geological history. 

Scientific collaboration across disciplines, including geology, geophysics, 
paleontology, and oceanography, allowed researchers to combine their 
expertise and evidence. This collaborative effort helped to bridge the gaps 
in Wegener's original theory and provided a more comprehensive 
understanding of how continents move and how Earth's lithosphere 
operates. 

Ultimately, technological advancements and scientific collaboration 
transformed continental drift from a controversial idea into the widely 
accepted theory of plate tectonics, revolutionizing our understanding of 
the dynamic processes that shape the Earth's surface. 

4. Plate tectonics plays a crucial role in shaping the Earth's surface by 
explaining the movement of Earth's lithospheric plates. This movement is 
responsible for the formation of continents, mountains, and ocean basins. 
The theory of plate tectonics, which evolved from Alfred Wegener's 
concept of continental drift, provides insight into how these plates interact 
at their boundaries, leading to geological phenomena such as 
earthquakes and volcanic activity. At convergent boundaries, plates 
collide, causing earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, while at divergent 
boundaries, plates pull apart, creating new crust and volcanic activity. This 
understanding helps predict and mitigate natural disasters, improving our 
knowledge of Earth's dynamic processes. 


