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A Renaissance of Culture and Ideas: Contrasting with the Middle Ages 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Individualism during the Renaissance encouraged individuals to 

explore their unique talents and ideas, while collective thinking 

in the Middle Ages emphasized the importance of the Church 

and the collective community. 

2. The Church had a significant influence on culture and 

intellectual pursuits during the Middle Ages, with its teachings 

and authority permeating all aspects of life. 

3. Leonardo da Vinci made numerous scientific advancements 

and innovations, such as detailed anatomical studies, inventions 

like flying machines, and observations in various fields of science. 

4. The emphasis on realism and the observation of the natural 

world during the Renaissance led to more accurate and lifelike 

portrayals in art and scientific breakthroughs in fields like 

anatomy and physics. 

 

 

 

 

 


