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The Mystery of the Cosmic Cafe 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Cosmic Cafe symbolized the idea that exploration and 

discovery can lead to personal growth and a broader 

perspective. It encouraged characters and readers to step 

outside their comfort zones and embrace new experiences, 

fostering a sense of wonder about the universe and the people 

in it. 

2. If I were one of the friends visiting the Cosmic Cafe, I would 

choose the "Stellar Chai" experience to learn from scientists and 

engineers in a futuristic city. I believe this adventure would inspire 

my curiosity about technology and innovation, potentially 

sparking an interest in science and engineering. 

3. The friends' experiences at the Cosmic Cafe reflected the idea 

that knowledge and understanding can connect people across 

time and space. For example, Emma's encounter with friendly 

alien creatures demonstrated how empathy and curiosity can 

bridge cultural gaps, leading to meaningful connections and 

shared experiences. 

4. Throughout their cosmic adventures, Emma, Jake, and Maya 

evolved as individuals. They became more open-minded, 

empathetic, and adventurous. They carried back lessons about 

teamwork, collaboration, and the value of different 

perspectives, applying these lessons to their lives in their own 

world. 


