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Crafting Characters: A Day in the Life of a Costume Designer 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. To ensure historical accuracy in a Shakespearean play, I would start by 
conducting extensive research on the time period in which the play is set. 
This would include studying historical clothing, fabrics, and accessories. 
Next, I would analyze the script to understand the characters' personalities 
and roles within the play. I would then create costume designs that reflect 
both the historical period and the individual traits of each character. After 
sketching the designs, I would select appropriate fabrics and materials to 
bring the costumes to life. Throughout the production, I would collaborate 
closely with the actors and production team to ensure that the costumes fit 
properly and enhance the storytelling. 

2. Costume designers can use colors and fabrics strategically to convey 
emotions and themes. For example, bright and warm colors like red or 
yellow may symbolize passion or happiness, while dark colors like black or 
gray can represent sadness or mystery. Fabrics with textures such as silk can 
convey elegance and wealth, while rougher fabrics like burlap might 
suggest a character's humble background. In a play or movie with a theme 
of transformation, a character's costume may change from simple to 
extravagant to reflect personal growth. Overall, color and fabric choices 
can visually reinforce the emotional and thematic elements of the 
production. 

3. One famous costume designer is Colleen Atwood, known for her work on 
films like "Alice in Wonderland" and "Memoirs of a Geisha." Her exceptional 
work involves intricate and imaginative costume designs that transport 
audiences to fantastical worlds. For example, in "Alice in Wonderland," her 
designs for the Mad Hatter's eccentric costumes added depth to Johnny 
Depp's character and enhanced the whimsical atmosphere of the film. 
Atwood's ability to blend creativity with storytelling through costumes has 
made her a celebrated figure in the industry. 

4. One rewarding aspect of a costume designer's career is the ability to see 
their creative vision come to life on stage or screen. They play a crucial role 
in enhancing the audience's experience of a play or film by visually defining 
characters and creating a sense of time and place. When costume 
designers succeed in their craft, the audience becomes more immersed in 
the story, connecting with characters on a deeper level. This impact on the 
audience's engagement and emotional connection is a fulfilling aspect of 
the profession. 


