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Magical Melodies: How Musical Instruments Create Tones and Notes 
Short Answer Key 

1. The thickness and tension of a string on a string instrument can 

be adjusted to produce different notes. Thicker and tighter 

strings produce lower notes, while thinner and looser strings 

produce higher notes. 

2. In wind instruments, air is blown into the instrument, causing a 

column of air inside to vibrate. Musicians manipulate the length, 

shape, and opening of the instrument to create different notes 

by changing finger positions or valve combinations. 

3. Percussion instruments like drums and xylophones produce 

sound through striking. The size, shape, and material of the 

striking surface influence the pitch and timbre of the sound they 

create. 

4. Musicians often use a combination of different instruments to 

create harmonious music. For example, a rock band may 

include a guitar, bass guitar, drums, and vocals to create a full 

and dynamic sound. 

5. Electronic instruments like synthesizers generate sound 

electronically using oscillators and filters. Musicians can 

manipulate electronic instruments to produce a vast array of 

tones and notes, often with a touch of a button. 

 

 

 


