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The Birth of a Nation: Why Were the Articles of Confederation Created? 
Long, long ago, in the early days of the 

United States, our Founding Fathers faced 

a significant challenge. They had just 

declared independence from Britain in 

1776, but there was a pressing question: 

How should they govern themselves as a 

new nation? To answer this question, they 

created the Articles of Confederation. 

The Articles of Confederation were the first written constitution of the United 

States. They were adopted by the Continental Congress in 1777, just a year after 

the Declaration of Independence. But why were they created, and what purpose 

did they serve? 

One of the main reasons for creating the Articles of Confederation was the fear 

of a strong central government. The Founding Fathers had just fought a long and 

bitter war for their independence, and they didn't want to replace one oppressive 

government with another. They were wary of giving too much power to a single 

authority. 

Instead, they wanted a system where the individual states retained a significant 

amount of their own power. The Articles of Confederation accomplished this by 

creating a loose alliance of states, with a weak central government. Under this 

system, each state maintained its sovereignty, making decisions on many issues 

independently. 

The central government established by the Articles had limited authority. It could 

conduct foreign affairs, make treaties, declare war, and maintain an army and 

navy. However, it lacked some essential powers, like the ability to tax or regulate 

trade between states. The government depended on voluntary contributions 

from the states, which often fell short of funding needs. 
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Another crucial aspect of the Articles of Confederation was the principle of equal 

representation among the states. Each state, regardless of its size or population, 

had one vote in the Continental Congress. This was done to ensure that smaller 

states had a voice in the decision-making process. 

The Articles of Confederation were also seen as a way to unify the states and 

provide a framework for cooperation during the Revolutionary War. Although the 

war was largely over when the Articles were adopted, they still played a role in 

maintaining a degree of unity among the states. 

Despite these intentions, the Articles of Confederation faced numerous 

challenges and limitations. The weak central government struggled to raise 

revenue and maintain order within the nation. The lack of taxing authority meant 

the government couldn't fund its operations or pay off the war debt, leading to 

financial instability. 

Additionally, the requirement for unanimous approval from all thirteen states to 

amend the Articles made it nearly impossible to adapt to the changing needs of 

the country. This inflexibility hindered the government's ability to address emerging 

issues effectively. 

In summary, the Articles of Confederation were created to establish a system of 

government that preserved the sovereignty of individual states while avoiding the 

establishment of a strong central authority. They 

aimed to maintain the unity of the newly 

independent states and ensure equal 

representation. However, their weaknesses 

ultimately led to their replacement by the United 

States Constitution in 1787.  

 

 


