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Crickets and Their Relationships in Nature 
Crickets are small insects, but they play a 
big role in the world around them. While 
crickets mostly live solitary lives, they do 
form certain relationships with other 
species. These relationships can be 
classified into three types: mutualism, 
commensalism, and parasitism. Let’s take a 
closer look at how crickets interact with 
other creatures in these ways. 

One example of mutualism is when crickets 
and certain types of fungi work together. Crickets eat decaying plant 
material, which sometimes contains fungal spores. When the cricket moves 
through the environment, it spreads the spores, helping the fungus grow in 
new areas. In return, the fungi break down plants into materials that crickets 
can eat more easily. Both the cricket and the fungus benefit from this 
partnership. 

Crickets can also have commensal relationships. For example, some small 
mites hitch a ride on crickets. The mites use the cricket to travel to new 
locations where they can find food. While the mites benefit from this free 
transportation, the cricket is usually not harmed. This is an example of 
commensalism, where one species benefits and the other is neither helped 
nor harmed. 

Unfortunately, not all cricket relationships are helpful or harmless. Crickets 
are sometimes victims of parasitism. Certain parasitic wasps lay their eggs 
on crickets. When the eggs hatch, the young wasps feed on the cricket’s 
body, which harms or kills the cricket. Another example is parasitic worms 
that live inside crickets, weakening them over time. 

Despite these challenges, crickets have adapted to survive. They groom 
themselves to remove parasites and use their long legs and quick 
movements to escape potential threats. By understanding these 
relationships, we can see how crickets fit into a larger ecosystem. Their 
interactions with fungi, mites, and even parasites show that every creature 
has a role to play in nature. 


