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Crocodile Predators and Threats: Staying Safe in the Wild 
Crocodiles are powerful reptiles, but 

they still face dangers in the wild. As 

hatchlings, they are very small and 

vulnerable. Birds, large fish, and 

other reptiles like monitor lizards 

often prey on baby crocodiles. Only 

a few of them survive to become 

adults. 

As adults, crocodiles have fewer 

natural predators. However, big 

cats like jaguars and tigers can sometimes attack them, especially if the 

crocodile is smaller or injured. Humans are also a significant threat. People 

hunt crocodiles for their skin and meat or harm their habitats by polluting 

rivers and draining wetlands. 

Environmental changes pose another danger. When water sources dry up, 

crocodiles lose their homes and food sources. Climate change can affect 

nesting sites, making it harder for eggs to hatch. 

Crocodiles can also face health risks like parasites and diseases. Leeches 

and other parasites may attach to their skin, while bacteria can enter 

wounds, leading to infections. Despite these threats, crocodiles have some 

ways to stay healthy. They bask in the sun, which helps fight infections, and 

they stay in clean water when possible to avoid harmful bacteria. 

These ancient reptiles have survived for millions of years by being strong 

and adaptable. Protecting their habitats and preventing pollution can help 

ensure crocodiles continue to thrive for years to come. 


