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Indonesia: A Mosaic of Culture and People 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Religious diversity in Indonesia has played a significant role in 
shaping the country's culture and traditions. It has led to a rich 
tapestry of customs, festivals, and art forms. For example, Hindu, 
Buddhist, and Islamic influences can be seen in architecture, 
music, and dance. Additionally, the coexistence of multiple 
faiths has fostered a spirit of tolerance and unity among 
Indonesians. 

2. Attending a traditional Indonesian dance performance would 
be a captivating experience. The costumes are often ornate 
and vibrant, reflecting the story being portrayed. Music is 
provided by the gamelan orchestra, producing melodious and 
rhythmic tunes. Dancers use intricate hand and eye movements 
to convey emotions and tell stories from Indonesian folklore and 
mythology. 

3. Nyepi, the Hindu festival of silence in Bali, is a day of introspection 
and self-reflection. Balinese people observe complete silence, 
turn off lights, and avoid entertainment to purify the mind and 
drive away evil spirits. It is a unique cultural experience that 
emphasizes inner peace and spiritual renewal. 

4. Different regions in Indonesia have their culinary traditions 
influenced by local ingredients and cultural preferences. For 
instance, the cuisine in Sumatra is known for its spiciness, with 
dishes like rendang, while in Java, sweet flavors are prevalent, 
seen in dishes like gudeg. These regional variations reflect 
Indonesia's diverse culture and geography. 

 

 

 

 


