
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Marie Curie: Radiance of Discovery 
Dear Diary, 

Oh, the days of my youth were filled with wonder and 
a burning curiosity that would shape my destiny. I was 
born in Poland, the land of my ancestors, where my 
thirst for knowledge first sprouted. Little did I know 
that my journey would lead me to become one of 
the most renowned scientists in history. 

My passion for science ignited when I moved to Paris 
to study at the Sorbonne. There, I met Pierre Curie, a 

fellow scientist who would become my husband and partner in scientific 
exploration. Together, we delved into the mysterious world of radiation. 

Our laboratory was a humble one, yet it was there that we discovered two new 
elements, polonium and radium. The excitement of uncovering these elements, 
with their remarkable radioactive properties, filled our days and nights. We 
named one of them "polonium" in honor of my homeland. 

But the road to discovery was not without its challenges. The constant exposure 
to radiation took a toll on our health, and we worked tirelessly to understand its 
effects. We even coined the term "radioactivity" to describe the phenomenon we 
were unraveling. 

Our work did not go unnoticed. In 1903, we were awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physics for our groundbreaking research on radiation. I became the first woman 
to ever receive a Nobel Prize, and my heart swelled with pride. 

Tragedy struck when Pierre, my beloved partner, was tragically killed in an 
accident. But I persevered, carrying on our research and becoming the first 
person to win Nobel Prizes in two different scientific fields, physics and chemistry. 

My dedication to science and the pursuit of knowledge never wavered. I 
continued my research and contributed to the development of mobile 
radiography units during World War I, which helped save countless lives. 

Dear diary, my life has been a journey of discovery, of unraveling the mysteries of 
the atomic world. I hope that my story inspires future generations, especially 
young girls, to pursue their dreams in science and never let obstacles dim their 
radiance. 


